
discharges into Big 
Rock Creek, and the 
effects of the 
construction of the 
Parkway on State-
endangered and 
State-threatened 
species currently 
living in Big Rock 
Creek. 

 
As a result of the 
meeting, Tom 

Schrader was invited to represent 
Friends of the Fox River on the 
Corridor Planning Group – 
Environmental Task Force.  The 
Environmental Task Force is made up 
of the engineering team leading the 
Prairie Parkway project along with 
representatives of Kane and Kendall 
County, the Forest Preserve Districts 
of Kane and Kendall County, the 
Kane and Kendall County Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts, and 
local environmental groups such as 
The Conservation Foundation and 
Friends of the Fox River (among 
others).  The purpose of the 
Environmental Task Force is to 
provide regular, formal input 
regarding environmental issues 
involving the Prairie Parkway. 
 
The first meeting of the 
Environmental Task Force took place 

(Continued on page 5) 

By: Tom Schrader 

In January 2006, 
Friends of the Fox 
River (FOFR) 
President Chuck 
Roberts and Vice-
President Tom 
Schrader met with 
engineers from the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, 
and Smith Engineering 
to discuss FOFR’s concerns about the 
impact of the proposed Prairie Parkway 
on environmentally sensitive areas 
within the Fox River watershed.   
 
Roberts and Schrader spoke with the 
group about the potential impacts of the 
construction and operation of the 
Prairie Parkway on Big Rock Creek 
and the Fox River.  The proposed route 
of the Parkway traverses the Big Rock 
Creek watershed and closely parallels 
the mainstem of the creek for much of 
its course.  The route crosses the Fox 
River just east of Silver Springs State 
Park, south of Plano.  Specific issues 
addressed in the January meeting 
included the effects of runoff from the 
construction process resulting in 
increased siltation and water 
temperature regimes in Big Rock 
Creek, the effects of the construction of 
the Parkway on local groundwater 
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Our Mission: 
To preserve, restore and protect the 
Fox River Watershed's natural resources 
by connecting people with nature 
through education, research, 
restoration and advocacy. 

Late winter evening along the lower Fox. 
This section in Kendall County is a few 
miles downstream of the proposed Prairie 
Parkway crossing of the river. 
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Message from the President 
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By: Chuck Roberts 
 

Ahhhhh Spring!  We are 
all ready for it.  It is a 
time of rebirth and new 
beginnings.  The trees 
start budding, the fish 
start seeking out 
spawning areas, the 
birds build nests and the 
geese go on the offensive. 
 
Spring is when the Friends of the Fox resume our 
River Rescues, and we need all the help we can get.  
Please see the schedule in this Newsletter for a site 
near you. 
 
Spring is also a time to honor nature and the 
environment, and those who toil to protect the 
resources we all enjoy.  “The Fox” was just such a 
hero and Earth Day is just such an occasion.    
 
“The Fox” a.k.a. Jim Phillips, performed many 
undercover pranks that called attention to local 
environmental violators.  These activities and their 
impact on the creation of landmark legislation, 
including the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act, 
will be highlighted during a special dedication 
ceremony for the new Fox Memorial. 
 
The ceremony is on Saturday, April 22, and starts at 
9:30 a.m. at the Violet Patch Park along the Fox 
River on Ill. Route 25 in Oswego. 
 
The memorial dedication will include brief remarks 
from “The Fox's” former ecological colleagues, 
whom he called his "Kindred Spirits."  All interested 
parties are invited to attend. 
 
Copies of the book detailing The Fox’s motivation 
and antics, “Raising Kane,” will be on sale at the 
event. 
  
For more information, send an e-mail to  
croberts@friendsofthefoxriver.org 
Or call 630-553-1912. 

Come on down to the Fox River and join us at our 
Spring Fox Rescue Cleanup! So far, cleanup sites 
have been set up in McHenry, Carpentersville, Elgin, 
Geneva, Batavia, Oswego and Yorkville. For more 
info and to sign up, check our website at 
www.friendsofthefoxriver.org/foxrescue.htm or call 
Jessi DeMartini, Fox Rescue Coordinator, at 
630-871-7548. Help break FOFR’s 2005 record of 
removing 11 tons of trash from the river. 
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Join us on Mothers Day May 14th from 10am - 2pm for 
our annual Monitor With Your Mother Celebration. 
 
The FREE family event offers food, music, 
opportunities to paddle canoes & kayaks, and 
educational activities & demonstrations.  
 
This year’s special feature is Carlo Hawk Walker. He is 
an International Peacekeeper, Elder of the Western 
Cherokee Nation, and Keeper of Sitting Bull’s Pipe & 
Bundle. At noon, Carlo will offer a prayer for us as 
keepers of sacred medicines and will speak on the 
sacredness of our efforts & protecting our environment. 
He will also be available for conversation. 
 
Bring the whole family to celebrate Mothers Day & 
teach Mom how to protect water quality. This is an 
outdoor / rain or shine event, held at Fox River Shores 
Forest Preserve on Williams Road in Carpentersville. 
For more information, contact Monitoring Network 
Director Gary Swick @ 847-426-1322. 
 
 
Student Conference focuses on GPS/GIS 
technologies 
 
Seventy third-grade through college-age students, their 
teachers, and local environmental management 
professionals attended the Fox River Watershed 
Student Conference on Tuesday March 7th at Judson 
College. This year’s conference had a FOXMap focus. 
FOXMap is a local project funded by a Toyota 
Tapestry grant.  
 
Students from DaVinci Academy, Summit Academy, 
Sheridan School, Ellis Middle School, Dundee-Crown 
High School, and Judson College presented their 
FOXMap Fall findings, and offered conclusions based 
upon their different watershed studies. Three local 
professionals demonstrated how they use GPS & GIS 
technologies to obtain local watershed information. 
Together, the students, teachers, and professionals 
worked to develop a plan of action for collecting 
additional data.  
 
The FOXMap project seeks to introduce students to 
GPS/GIS technologies and link local land uses to water 
quality. For more information, contact Monitoring 
Network Director Gary Swick at 847-426-1322. 
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The Friends of the Fox River board of directors has 
just finished approving our strategic plan for the next 
three years.  In it we have put together the frame 
work of our organization for the coming years.  
Within that plan, seven standing committees were 
created that will form action plans with annual goals 
in the coming months."  We currently have limited 
openings in the following 
committees: 
 
�   Fundraising Committee 
                                     
�   Water Quality Committee  
                         
�   Finance Committee 
 
�   Membership Committee 
 
We know that many of our members may be looking 
for ways to get more involved.  This is the perfect 
place to get your start in our organization.  
Committees generally meet in person once per 
month, and dialogue via email and phone in-between.  
Please submit a brief statement including which 
committee you desire to be on, your reasons for doing 
so, and any skills or qualifications you may have at:  
bzaleiski@friendsofthefoxriver.org 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Brandon at 
630-469-8010. 

Would you like to get more involved? 

Friends of the Fox 
River Brainstorming! 
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The IDNR plans to begin rebuilding the Glen Palmer 
Dam in Yorkville this spring.  It’s critical to let your 
state legislators know how you feel about money 
earmarked for the protection of our natural resources 
being used to fund this project, a project that will 
perpetuate harm to our Fox River.  Please call or 
write your State Representative and Senator today.   
A sample letter which you might use is posted on our 
website at www.friendsofthefoxriver.org.   
 
Thanks for your help in protecting our Fox River! 

Native American touch is added to 
Annual Mothers Day Event  
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By: Patrick Kirmse  
 

Last fall, a popular local TV weatherman was 
answering questions sent in by the viewers.  The 
question was, “Why don’t the geese migrate south for 
the winter anymore?”  The weatherman answered that 
they had “forgotten” how to fly south - a response that 
doesn’t quite give the full picture.  
 
The geese that stay here all year are a subspecies 
called the Giant Canada goose, Branta canadensis 
maxima.  The subspecies that migrates through the 
area is the Hudson Bay Canada goose, Branta 
canadensis interior.  
 
The Giant Canada goose is large, averaging 12 to 18 
pounds and sometimes more than 20 pounds, while 
Hudson Bay geese average 7 to 9 pounds.  There are 
other physical differences as well.  The Giant is paler 
in coloration, has a larger white cheek patch and often 
has a white forehead patch and neck ring.  In addition, 
its feet and legs have larger scales and look 
“pachydermal.” 
 
The original range of the Giant Canada goose was 
from Manitoba to southwest Ontario south to Kansas 
and Tennessee.  While other species of Canada geese 
migrate spring and fall, Giants by nature migrate just 
far enough to find food and open water roosting areas. 
They will also disburse in the spring to nesting areas.  
Most of our local Giants nest in the area.  But such 
was not always the case. 
 
Hunting in the 1800s led to the decline or elimination 
of the Giant Canada goose in most of its range.  Since 
the 1920s, biologists have suspected the existence of a 
giant form of the Canada goose from hunting records 
and museum skins.  Measurements taken during 
banding operations in Rochester, Minn., in January 
1962 by Harold C. Hanson from the Illinois 
Natural History Survey and the collection 
of nine skins constituted the basis for the 
rediscovery for the Giant Canada goose. 
The Giant Canada geese subspecies was 
officially recognized later that year. 
 

 

The Giant Canada Goose 

Restoration efforts by state and federal agencies led to 
populations being reestablished throughout its original 
range.  The Giants reintroduced in Illinois were from 
the Rochester, Minn., flock. 
 
The success of the Giants in Illinois can be attributed 
to several factors.  First, the availability of suitable 
open-water roosting areas such as manmade ponds in 
business complexes.  Next, plentiful food sources in 
the form of waste grain and grass in parks and golf 
courses.  Nesting success is sufficient to maintain the 
population as the geese can defend their nests from 
most local predators.  Finally, the hunting of geese is 
highly regulated and is not reducing the population.  
 
All these factors have contributed to the rather 
substantial numbers of Giant Canada geese in our area. 
Whether you love them or consider them pests, you 
have to admire the success the Giant Canada goose has 
had in repopulating its original home. 
 
LITERATURE CITED 
Hanson, Harold C. 1997. The Giant Canada Goose. Southern Illinois 
University Press. Carbondale and Edwardsville, Il.                                                                                      

Shutterbugs! Start taking pictures now for FOFR's 
third annual photo contest. 
 
Contest begins June 1, 2006. To read the details 
and specifications for submitting photos, see the 
Photo Contest Entry form on our website. 
Good luck! 

 
Congratulations to last year's winners! 

Photo Contest�

The Giant Canada Goose 



Springtime Frogs 
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Another common spring singer is the chorus 
frog. Slightly larger (4 cm) than the peeper, the 
chorus frog also has a distinctive call. Rising in 

pitch, it is best likened to the 
sound of a fingernail being 
dragged across the teeth of a 
comb. 

Look, and listen, for spring 
peepers and chorus frogs in 
vernal ponds - low areas that 
are wet only in spring. Tune 

your ears into the sounds that surely will abound; 
there’s no doubt, spring is in the air! 
 

X marks the spot. The spring peeper’s scientific name 
is Pseudacris crucifer, referring to the distinct “X” 
mark on its back. Chorus frogs are P. triseriata, in 
reference to the three thin, dark stripes on their backs.  
 
How do they make that noise? Male frogs have vocal 
sacs. These pouches of skin, located on the throat, fill 
with air and resonate sounds much like a megaphone. 
Some frogs can be heard for almost a mile! 
 
How do you make Auntie freeze? You hide her 
nightie! Just kidding… Some frogs actually do make a 
form of antifreeze as a winter survival strategy. Body 
tissues accumulate glycerol and glucose, allowing the 
overwintering frogs to survive subfreezing 
temperatures.  
 
Gulp!  Many frogs assist the swallowing process by 
using their…eyes! When a frog captures a prey item, it 
pulls its eyes down into the roof of its mouth. This 
action then helps push the food down the throat. 

By: Pam Otto 

Want to know what time of year it is? Forget 
Palm Pilots, DayTimers, even that calendar on 
the wall. Take a walk outside instead!  
 
Early spring is the time of year when nature’s soggy 
songsters, the frogs, begin their annual mating rituals. 
All around the Fox River Valley, frogs are emerging 
from their winter dormancy and beginning to vocalize 
as they search for mates. But not all frogs call at once. 
This time of year, in this part of Illinois, spring 
peepers and chorus frogs are the choristers most 
commonly heard. 
 
Spring peepers, as their name implies, are among the 
first brave souls to test the waters of the new season. 
Ice may still be on the ponds, but there is fire in these 
guys’ hearts. And we do mean guys—as is true of all 
frogs, only male peepers call to attract mates. Silent 
females listen, then choose the partners they deem 
best. 
 
Heard but seldom seen, the tiny (just over 3 cm) spring 
peeper is most often identified by its voice - a high-
pitched "peeeep" that is repeated about once a second. 
It can be heard both day and night. Though 
increasingly harder to find throughout the Fox Valley, 
the peeper’s voice is unmistakable. Listen for it when 
temperatures are above freezing. 

Chorus Frog 

in January 2006.  FOFR Vice President Schrader has 
been attending the monthly meetings since February.  
The plan is for the group to meet regularly throughout 
the planning phases of the Prairie Parkway project.  
Issues discussed at the meetings of the group have 
included plans for mitigating the impacts of the Prairie 
Parkway to the riparian areas at stream crossings, 
treatment/control of runoff to minimize siltation and 
thermal impacts to sensitive streams (e.g. Big Rock 
Creek), minimizing the destruction of wooded areas 

Prairie Parkway (Cont.) 

         Spring Peeper 

along the path of the Prairie Parkway, and the effects 
of the Parkway’s construction and operation on 
ground water within the Parkway’s footprint. 
 
Friends of the Fox River members who have 
questions about the progress of the Environmental 
Task Force should feel free to contact Tom Schrader 
either through e-mail 
(tschrader@friendsofthefoxriver.org) or by telephone 
at (630) 892-6348.  Please check our website (www.
friendsofthefoxriver.org) often for updates regarding 
the Prairie Parkway. 
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_____________________________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________________________ 
(Mailing Address) 

_____________________________________________ 
(City, State, Zip Code) 

_____________________________________________ 
(Home Phone)                                                    (Work Phone) 

_____________________________________________ 
(Other Contacts Fax / Email) 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Make checks out to:     Friends of the Fox River �  PO Box 1314 �  Crystal Lake, IL 60039-1314 �����  

To allow our organization to best serve 
your needs, we need to know what you 
want and what you can offer. Please 
respond to the information below. 

 

         Areas of Interest 
 

  ��&�'
���
�!�
����"� �
�
����&�'��
��(��
��%
	�
��)��������*��
�+��,�

�
���	������ �
�
��-�����

��.�/��#���
��
�������
0 ���
��
�1�����
�	��
�������
+��
��
���
���	�����
�����%
�'��
���
"����0�

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 14 

Ringwood, IL 60072 

F    R    I    E    N   D    S 

O    F         T   H    E 

F   O   X      R   I   V   E   R 

P.O. Box 1314 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-1314 

Via Earth Share of Illinois, you can support Friends of the Fox River through your 
employer’s workplace giving campaign. For more information, contact Earth Share of Illinois 
at www.earthshare-illinois.org, info@earthshare-illinois.org or by calling 312-795-3740. 

 


